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FITCHBURG  NORMAL 
SCHOOL  REMAINS 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 


Girls  Not  to  Go  to  Worcester 


Our  school  is  not  to  be  used  exclusively 
for  Practical  Arts  men,  according  to  an 
announcement  made  by  Frank  Wright, 
state  director  of  normal  schools,  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  legislative  committee  on  ed- 
ucation held  in  February. 

The  ill-founded  story  that  the  girls 
would  be  transferred  to  Worcester  was 
circulated  and  copied  by  newspapers  in 
various  parts  of  the  state,  and  gave  rise 
to  many  questions  among  students  and 
their    parents. 

At  present  the  number  of  men  at 
Fitchburg  Normal  School  is  less  than  one- 
half  the  number  of  women.  Of  375  students 
enrolled  at  the  school,  261  are  women  and 
114,  men.  The  latter  are  divided  into  two 
classes.  There  are  40  men  taking  the  Junior 
High  School  Course,  and  74  are  in  the 
the   Practical   Arts   Department. 

The  Fitchburg  Normal  School  is  espe- 
cially fortunate  in  its  opportunities  for 
practice  teaching.  In  its  various  training 
sdiools,  there  are  631  children.  The  Junior 
High  School  has  156  pupils,  and  475  are 
in    the    lower    grades. 

It  is  not  probable  that  a  school  having 
such  a  preponderance  of  women  and  such 
fine  training  facilities  as  Fitchburg  Normal 
School  has,  will  ever  be  devoted  entirely 
to  the  preparation  of  Practical  Arts 
teachers. 


SCIENTISTS  CONFER 

AT  FITCHBURG 


At  a  meeting  of  Normal  School  princi- 
pals held  in  October,  it  was  decided  to 
conduct  a  series  of  departmental  meetings 
in  the  different  schools,  science  at  Fitch- 
burg in  January,  mathematics  at  Westfield 
in  February,  social  sciences  at  Framingham 
in  March,  and  education  at  Bridgewater 
in  April.  The  primary  purpose  of  these 
meetings  is  to  organize  new,  worthwhile, 
and  definite  outlines  of  study  for  the  three 
year   course. 

The  first  of  these  meetings  was  held  at 
Fitchburg  Normal  School  on  January  18 
and  19.  The  teachers  representing  the  sci- 
ence and  nature  departments  of  the  various 
normal  schools  met  in  Mr.  Randall's  room. 
Here  they  discussed  experiences  and  con- 
sidered the  underlying  problems  from  var- 
ious points  of  view.  After  this  preliminary 
meeting,  the  afternoon  was  pleasantly 
spent  in  visiting  our  training  schools  and 
greenhouse. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  instructors 
were  given  the  opportunity  to  exchange 
ideas  and  make  suggestions  regarding  the 
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FALL  RIVER  ALUMNI 
SET  PACE 


Many  groups  of  our  school  may  profit 
by  the  example  of  the  alumni  in  Fall 
River.  In  October,  1927,  they  organized 
the  "Fall  River  Fitchburg  Normal  Club". 
There  were  at  that  time  about  fifty  Fitch- 
burg Normal  Graduates  teaching  in  Fall 
River.  The  present  membership  of  the  club 
is   eighty. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter 
from  Helen  A.  O'Neil,  F.  N.  S.  '23,  which 
tells  some  interesting  facts  about  the  club. 

"Our  purpose  in  organizing  was  to  keep 
alive  that  common  bond  of  good  fellowship 
which  had  its  inception  at  F.  N.  S.,  and  to 
gain,  if  possible,  any  further  recognition 
which  might  reflect  credit  upon  our  Alma 
Mater. 

"The  following  people  have  done  a  great 
deal  in  organizing  and  'boosting'  the  club: 
Henry  Sabins  '22,  Raymond  Hobson  '21, 
Austin  O'Toole  '24,  Lester  Dyer  '27, 
Margaret  Lawler  '26,  Jane  T.  Collins  '24, 
Julia  O'Brien  '24,  Doris  Almy  '21,  and 
Charles  Matte   '24. 

"The  present  officers  are  President,  Jane 
Collins;  Vice-President,  Marcel  Euvrard; 
Secretary,  Sadie  Kielty;  Treasurer,  Henry 
Sabins. 

"One  of  the  prime  movers  and  main- 
stays of  the  club  is  the  Honorary  President, 
Mr.  Clarke  Morrell,  a  former  member  of 
the  Fitchburg  faculty.  Both  he  and  Mrs. 
Morrell  have  spared  neither  effort  nor 
energy  to  make  every  undertaking  a  success. 
Needless  to  say,  they  are  among  our  most 
popular  members. 

"Mr.  Henry  Sabins  (Harry)  still  succeeds 
in  extracting  money  from  the  members 
in  the  same  cheerful  way  that  made  him 
famous  as  the  business  manager  of  the 
first    Saxijrage. 

"We  have  had  two  banquets,  with 
Mr.  Henry  Clancy  as  guest  of  honor  at 
one,  several  dances,  a  Hallowe'en  Party, 
and    numerous    bridge    parties. 

"We  hope  to  continue  and  perhaps  be 
the  incentive  for  more  clubs  in  other 
sections,  and  so  strengthen  our  Alumni 
Association  for  which  each  passing  year 
brings  a  deeper  regard." 


TWO-YEAR  PLAN  TO  CONTINUE 


The  State  Department  of  Education 
recently  announced  that  three  additional 
schools  will  be  conducted  on  the  three- 
year  plan,  beginning  September,  1929. 
These  arc  the  Bridgewater,  Salem,  and 
Worcester  Normal  Schools.  No  statement 
has  been  made  as  to  the  time  when  our 
school  will  be  on  the  three-year  basis. 

While  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  state 
department  to  have  all  normal  schools 
adopt  this  plan  eventually,  our  school  is 
one  of  those  to  remain  on  the  two-year 
basis  for  a  while  longer. 


DR.  SHAPLY  CHOSEN 
TO  GIVE  THE 

TODD  LECTURE 


Will  Speak  on  Astronomy 

The  Todd  lecture  will  be  given  this 
year  by  Dr.  Harlow  Shaply,  who  will 
speak  on  "The  Galaxies  of  Galaxies." 
This  lecture,  which  is  an  illustrated  one, 
deals  with  some  new  astronomical  dis- 
coveries, and  has  been  given  in  New 
York  City  before  the  American  Association 
for  the  Advancement  of  Science. 

Dr.  Shaply's  talks  on  astronomy  over 
the  radio,  as  well  as  his  illustrated  lectures 
from  the  platform  are  always  entertaining, 
for  he  knows  his  subject  thoroughly  and 
presents  it  interestingly.  He  was  an  as- 
tronomer at  Mount  Wilson  Observatory, 
California,  from  1914  to  1921,  and  since 
that  time  he  has  been  the  director  of  the 
Astronomical  Observatory  at  Harvard 
University.  He  has  done  research  work 
in  photometry  and  spectroscopy,  and  in 
1926  was  awarded  the  Draper  medal  by 
the    National    Academy    of    Sciences. 

These  annual  lectures  at  our  school  by 
world-famous  people  were  made  possible 
by  Henry  Todd,  who  left  a  fund  for  this 
purpose.  During  the  past  two  years, 
Dorothy  Canfield  Fisher,  the  author,  and 
Dr.  Judd  of  Chicago  University  have 
spoken  here. 

THE  JITNEY  PLAYERS 

WELL  RECEIVED 


On  January  29  the  Jitney  Players  present- 
ed, to  a  large  and  enthusiastic  audience, 
Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan's  three  act 
comedy  "A  Trip  to  Scarborough".  Not 
often  does  the  school  have  an  oppor- 
tunity such  as  this,  to  entertain  and  be 
entertained    by    professional    players. 

This  is  the  first  winter  tour  of  the  or- 
ganization, although  during  the  past  six 
summers  it  has  travelled  widely  in  this 
country,  delighting  large  audiences. 
Bushnell  Cheney,  managing  director,  has 
associated  with  him  a  strong  cast  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  to  the  people  outside 
the  large  cities  the  bost  on  the  stage.  The 
company  brings  its  own  scenery  and  light- 
ing   equipment. 

The  play  presented  deals  with  the  love 
affairs  of  select  English  society  of  the  late 
eighteenth  century.  Lord  Foppington,  a 
fashionable  fop,  who  is  in  this  world  for 
ornamental  purposes  only,  especially  in- 
terested the  audience.  The  coquettish 
Amanda  and  charming  Berinthia  wfcre 
watched  with  great  pleasure.  The  beauti- 
ful period  costumes,  the  numerous  yet 
rapid  changes  of  scenery  between  the 
scenes,  the  musical  numbers,  and  short 
dance  sketches,  all  helped  to  make  of  the 
evening   a   great   success. 
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Our   Paper 


The  "Normal  Record"  comes  to  you 
this  term  with  an  increased  number  of 
pages.  It  is  the  sincere  hope  of  those  of 
us  who  have  helped  in  its  make-up  that 
you  will  find  in  it  also  an  increased 
store  of  enjoyable  reading  matter. 

Our  purpose  in  publishing  this  paper 
is  twofold.  First,  as  prospective  junior 
high  school  teachers,  we  hope  to  gain 
enough  knowledge  concerning  the  require- 
ments of  a  newspaper,  and  enough  experi- 
ence in  publishing  a  school  paper  to  enable 
us,  if  need  arise  in  the  future,  to  help 
others  in  preparing  a  similar  project. 
Second,  it  is  our  aim,  not  to  bring  to  you 
the  latest  news  —  for  that  would  be  im- 
possible in  a  paper  published  as  rarely  as 
this  —  but  to  give  you  an  accurate  sum- 
mary of  the  most  interesting  and  im- 
portant activities  which  have  been  a  part 
of  our  school  life  during  the  term.  In 
our  editorial  comments  we  attempt  to 
express  the  opinions  of  the  majority  of 
the  students. 

None  can  doubt  us  when  we  say  that 
now,  after  doing  this  work  together,  we 
look  forward  with  greater  confidence  to 
undertaking  the  advisorship  of  a  junior 
high  school  paper.  Whether  we  have  at- 
tained the  second  part  of  our  aim  is  for 
you  to  decide. 

If  you  spend  a  pleasant  half  hour  in 
reading  this  paper,  and,  while  doing  so, 
come  to  feel  a  warmer  interest  in  your 
schoolmates  of  other  classes;  if  your  at- 
tention is  called  to  a  few  details  before 
unnoticed ;  and  if  you  decide  that  this  is 
a  worthy  addition  to  the  souvenirs  which 
you  will  carry  away  with  you  from  this 
school  —  then  we  shall  believe  that,  in 
a  sense,   we   have  succeeded. 


"I'll  take  another  day  off",  said  the  P. 
A.  man,  as  he  tore  another  leaf  from  the 
calendar. 


L'il   picaninny 
Looks  jus'  like  his  poppy; 
Don't  know  what  to  call  him, 
'Less  it's  Carbon   Copy. 


The   noonday   milk   bottle  parade   from 
the  Spa  adds  another  traffic  problem. 


"Saxifrage  of  Memories" 

The  year  book  committee  and  its  co- 
workers are  giving  generously  of  their 
time  and  their  efforts  to  make  the 
"Saxifrage  of  Memories"  a  book  that  will 
bz  one  of  the  most  treasured  souvenirs 
of  our  Alma  Mater  when  we  are  no 
longer  enrolled  beneath  her  banner.  That 
we  may  more  forcefully  present  to  you 
the  intrinsic  worth  of  the  year  book,  let 
us  assume  that  we  are  already  real 
teachers,  who,  in  a  leisure  moment,  have 
turned  to  the  "Saxifrage"  as  a  sanctuary 
where  we  may  find  the  courage  to  carry 
on.  Shall  we  find  it?  Let  us  see. 

The  book  is  dedicated  to  Mr.  Harrington, 
who  has  truly  been  a  friend  to  all  of  us. 
His  genial  smile  has  won  him  high  place 
in  our  estimation. 

The  page  devoted  to  the  faculty  is  ever 
a  page  of  inspiration.  Here  we  see  those 
who  met  us  not  only  on  a  professional 
basis,  but  on  a  friendly,  understanding 
basis  as  well.  They  are  the  ones  who  gave 
us  the  vision  of  the  possibilities  to  be 
a  hieved    in    the    teaching    profession. 

The  individual  write-ups  with  the  pic- 
tures and  autographed  wishes  bring  back 
the  old,  remembered  days  when, 

"Each  giving  to  the  other's  need, 
Each  helping  on  the  other's  best," 
made  each  day  bring  some  happiness. 

The  section  dealing  with  athletics  re- 
calls the  inter-class  and  inter-school  con- 
tests. Again  we  feel  the  urge  to  play  the 
game. 

The  account  of  the  social  activities 
brings  back  echoes  of  the  many  jolly  get- 
to-gethers.  Those  never-to-be-forgotten 
parties,  from  the  very  formal  school  affair 
to  the  individual  group  "feasts",  brought 
us  closer  together  in  school  spirit. 

The  snapshots  give  a  personal  touch 
as,  through  them,  we  see  reviewed  our 
campus  days,  our  commuting  days,and 
our  "Spa"  days.  These  the  camera  "caught" 
and   kept   for   us. 

The  humorous  parts  are  just  brimful 
of  gentle  jest,  throaty  chuckles,  and  hearty 
laughs.  Even  the  faculty  have  not  escaped 
the   joking    pen. 

Now  we  close  the  "Saxifrage"  with  its 
"unforgttable  fragments  of  life  tucked 
away."  We  turn  to  our  work  with  re- 
newed enthusiasm.  The  intrinsic  worth 
of  our  book  for  all  the  years  can  have 
no  greater  proof  than  this. 


The  Ideal  Classroom 


Always  100  percent  attendance,  always 
100  percent  participation,  always  100  per- 
cent attention  —  these  conditions  prevail 
in  our  ideal  classroom.  Many  lofty 
thoughts  and  dynamic  deeds  may  be 
traced  back  to  this  inspiring  spot. 

There  are  no  fixed  hours  for  classroom 
work,  no  compulsory  attendance,  and  no 
threatening  marks.  It  is  no  wonder  that 
the  room  is  exceedingly  popular.  Visitors 
are  always  welcome.  P.  A.  men,  grammar 
masters  and  elementary  students,  for  once, 
meet  on  common  ground.  This  is  an  ex- 
traordinary  class. 

The  subjects  of  discussion  range  from 
political  and  social  affairs  of  the  nation 
to  political  and  social  affairs  of  F.  N.  S. 
Opinions  are  expressed  vigorously  and 
unreservedly.  Angelo  Patri,  himself,  would 
not  ask  for  finer  conditions! 


Our  Dean  of  Women 

How  many  students  in  the  Fitchburg 
Normal  School  realize  all  that  our  dean, 
Miss  Bradt,  has  done  for  us?  How  many 
have  stopped  to  consider  her  tireless  en- 
ergy and  enthusiasm? 

When  we  heard  of  the  coming  of  a  new 
dean,  we  heard  something  of  her  worth. 
All  that  we  expected  and  more  has  she 
given  us.  There  is  hardly  a  girl  among 
us  who  has  not  something  for  which  to 
thank   Miss   Bradt. 

The  day  girls  are  especially  grateful 
to  her  for  their  new  organization  and 
for  the  many  good  times  which  they  have 
had  this  year.  Those  who  were  here  last 
year  appreciate  the  change  from  locker 
room  to  rest  room  —  a  change  brought 
about  primarily  through  Miss  Bradt's 
efforts. 

Many  a  new  girl  has  been  made  to  feel 
at  ease  through  her  kindly  interest.  Per- 
haps it  is  her  willingness  to  come  more 
than  half  way  to  meet  us  that  has  es- 
pecially   endeared    her    to    us. 

If  you  have  had  no  personal  contact 
with  your  dean,  don't  miss  your  oppor- 
tunity of  making  a  true  friend. 


To  Have  is  To  Hold 


There  are  some  thoughtless  students  in 
every  class  who  never  think  that  the 
other  fellow  might  want  to  use  a  library 
book  for  assignments.  Because  they  are 
thoughtless,  we  are  calling  this  matter  to 
thjir  attention. 

These  students  apparently  labor  under 
the  delusion  that  "to  have"  a  library 
book  means  "to  hold"  it  indefinitely.  They 
bestow  upon  the  books  a  really  maternal 
care. 

Let  us  take  a  glimpse  at  the  usual 
procedure  when  an  assignment  is  given 
out.  There  is  a  race  to  the  library,  which 
reveals  much  Olympic  material.  If  the 
books  do  not  disappear  then,  there  is  a 
slip  put  in  each  which  means  that  it  is 
reserved  for  some  fortunate  student.  At 
four-thirty  the  books  may  well  be  likened 
to  the  "vanishing  herd". 

Morning  arrives,  but  not  the  books. 
The  shelves  are  as  bare  as  the  proverbial 
Mother  Hubbard's  cupboard.  If  you 
have  a  friend  that  is  a  friend  of  one  of 
those  who  has  a  book,  you  may  be  able 
to  borrow  it.  Otherwise,  we  are  afraid 
that  the  cause  is  hopeless,  at  least,  for 
that  particular  assignment. 

Since,  however,  we  feel  certain  that 
carelessness  and  thoughtlessness  are  the 
causes  of  this  state  of  affairs,  and  not 
selfishness  and  other  unworthy  motives, 
we  are  confident  that  this  matter  will 
be  cleared  up. 


Now  that  the  snow  has  gone,  will  the 
traffic  squad  be  required  to  cut  the  grass 
on  the  campus? 


Is  our  ideal  classroom  to  be  found  in 
Normal  Hall,  in  P.  A.  building,  in 
Edgerly?  No.  It  is  on  the  edge  of  the,( 
campus  of  F.  N.  S.  and  is  known  as  the 
"Normal    Spa".    Long    may    it    live! 
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Pa%e   Three 


What  Do  You  Think? 


As  always  when  an  innovation  appears, 
and  the  world,  barely  giving  it  time  to 
show  its  first  signs  of  life,  subjects  it  to 
the  keenest  and  most  pitiless  of  scrutinies, 
so  now  we  find  ourselves  torn  between 
the  "pros"  and  "cons"  of  our  club  period 
experiment.  "A  chain  is  as  strong  as  the 
weakest  ilnk,"  but  lest  we  be  prejudiced, 
let  us  not  suppose  our  particular  link  to  be 
the  strongest  or  weakest,  but  rather  exam- 
ine the  whole  chain  of  club  activities  be- 
fore   we   judge. 

It  seems  that  the  club  hour  is  dedicated 
to  a  double  purpose:  professionally,  that 
it  may  offer  one  more  avenue  of  teacher 
service;  socially,  that  it  may  strengthen 
the  acquaintance  of  dorm  student  with 
commuter,  of  Freshman  I  with  Senior  V. 
If  we  may  pause  for  a  moment  to  look 
through  the  focus  of  one  small  lense  at 
this  panorama  of  clubs,  and  have,  rather 
a  bird's-eye-view  of  the  whole,  shall  we 
see  towering  success,  or  overshadowing 
failure?  Let  us  assemble  what  we  see. 
Pros 

1.  Clubs  conduct  business  meetings  ac- 
cording to  parliamentary  law. 

2.  Most  "program"  clubs  and  all  "con- 
struction work"  clubs  entail  every- 
one's   participation. 

3.  "Program"  clubs  are  led  by  changing 
committees  who  largely  determine 
"what's  what"  for  next  Thursday. 

4.  Self -activity  usually  develops  interest, 
and  so  an  atmosphere  of  enjoyment 
usually    characterizes    the   hour. 

5.  Marks,"the  teacher's  cross,"  being  re- 
moved, he  too  may  relax  and  view 
the  sixth  hour  on  Thursday  as  one 
of    recreation. 

Cons 

1.  Only  one  person,  the  presiding  officer, 
receives  any  experience  in  actual  lead- 
ing. 

2.  For  some,  the  club  is  one  more  hour 
of  drudgery  because  it  requires  as 
much  outside  preparation  as  any  other 
class. 

3.  Some  students  find  they  have  chosen 
the  wrong  club  but  are  not  allowed 
to  change,  even  at  the  term's  end. 

4.  At  times  the  atmosphere  is  too  for- 
mal and  classroom-like,  to  serve  the 
purpose   of   creating   a   social  spirit. 

There  are  probably  other  points  to  be 
considered,  but  these  seem  the  most  ob- 
vious. We  welcome  the  "Pros"  and  wonder 
why  the  "Cons"  exist  and  how  long  they 
will  persist.  If  objection  number  one  is 
really  a  serious  one  in  your  club,  talk 
with  your  sponsor  about  it  and  discuss 
it  in  your  meeting.  Since  it  is  your  club, 
you  should  have  no  difficulty  in  chang- 
ing the  procedure  if  you  can  introduce  a 
better  one.  And  remember,  we  are  all  ex- 
perimenting. 

As  for  number  two,  a  club  is  not  a 
study  period.  Even  play  demands  some 
toll  for  the  pleasure  received  from  it. 

Number  three,  it  would  seem,  involves 
a  little  good  sportmanship.  Everyone  re- 
ceived one  of  his  three  expressed  choices. 
A  careful  investigation  before  his  ex- 
pression of  choice  would  better  have  been 
his  motto  than  careless  expression  now, 
after    investigation. 

To  number  four  we  can  only  say  that 


COMMENCEMENT  CUSTOMS 


Every  educational  institution  has  its 
traditional  customs,  handed  down  from  the 
very  beginning  of  its  organization.  Our 
school  is  not  without  its  inheritance. 

From  the  first  graduating  class  of  this 
school  in  1897  comes  the  traditional  Tree 
Day.  Although  the  class  of  1S97  did  not 
plant  its  tree  in  the  year  of  its  graduation, 
it  established  the  custom  and  planted  a 
tree  when  the  class  of  1898  had  its  exer- 
cises. Now  every  graduating  class,  consist- 
ing of  elementary  and  practical  arts  stu- 
dents,  plants   a   tree. 

The  following  is  a  description  of  the  first 
Tree  Day  from  a  newspaper  article,  dated 
April  30,  1898.  "The  first  third  year  class 
planted  a  maple  tree  and  with  marked 
dignity  tied  upon  its  branches  a  bow  of 
yellow  and  white  ribbon.  Then  with  rare 
dignity  the  second  class  planted  a  beau- 
tiful birch  on  the  other  side  of  the  cam- 
pus." 

Since  1897  each  graduating  class  has 
planted  a  tree  so  that,  at  the  present  time, 
somewhere  on  the  campus  is  a  tree  rep- 
resenting each  class.  One  class  went  so  far 
as  to  plant  a  grove  of  trees.  However, 
of  these  only  one  survived. 

At  one  time  it  was  customary  to  plant 
with  each  tree  something  in  token  of  each 
member  of  the  faculty.  This  custom  has 
been  abolished. 

even  those  of  us  who  have  had  little 
teaching  experience  recall  how  anxious 
we  were  for  any  group  for  which  we 
felt  responsible,  to  run  on  its  own  momen- 
tum. If  we  interferred,  guided,  or  changed 
the  course  of  events,  it  was  only  because 
we  believed  it  necessary  to  avert  cat- 
astrophe. 

This  is  only  the  outlook  from  one 
point  of  view.  You  may  see  much  more 
from  yours,  if  you  look!  We  see  a  new 
club  member  amid  new  surroundings  with 
a  new  occupation  and  new  acquaintances, 
and  we  think,  "If  he  can't  shape  a  new 
experience  of  success  from  all  this,  whose 
fault    is    it?" 


DAY  GIRLS,  ATTENTION ! 


Are  you  aware  of  the  socializing  oppor- 
tunities of  a  dime  and  one  other  thing? 
If  you  are  not,  there  is  a  great  treat  in 
store  for  you,  provided  that  you  desire 
to  put  these  two  things  to  work  for  you. 
Perhaps  you  would  like  the  recipe  for  a 
jolly   get-to-gether.  Here  it   is. 

Take  one  division  group  of  day  girls. 
Collect  a  dime  from  each  member  for  ice 
cream.  Have  each  member  bring  enough 
of  one  "eatable"  for  all.  Secure  the  use  of 
a  room  where  ingredients  may  be  spread 
on  a  table.  Sit  down  and  give  your  party 
"instincts"  full  sway.  Clean  the  room  after 
the  feast.  Lock  the  door. 

Directions,  if  carefully  followed,  will  pro- 
duce a  result  most  pleasing  to  the  palate. 
Beware,  however,  of  adding  a  dash  too 
much  of  anything.  For  further  information, 
see  the  day  girls  of  Senior  I,  by  whom 
this   recipe  has  been  tried  and   tested. 


At  class  day  exercises  each  June,  the 
members  of  the  senior  class  march  by  a 
rock,  which  each  member  strikes  with  a 
hammer,  the  last  blow  breaking  the  stone 
into  pieces.  This  custom,  instituted  in  1900, 
is  observed  annually  to  symbolize  the 
school  flower,  the  saxifrage.  This  little 
flower,  which  we  find  in  the  clefts  of 
rocks  and  which  breaks  rocks  asunder, 
was  chosen  as  the  flower  to  represent  the 
spirit  of  the  school  because  it  typifies 
gentleness  and  perseverance. 

The  ivy  exercises  are  conducted  eacli 
commencement  by  members  of  the  junior 
high  school  class.  This  custom  was  also 
established  by  the  first  class  in  1897  but 
not  carried  out  until  1898. 

Besides  the  tree,  ivy,  and  saxifrage  ex- 
ercises, the  forming  of  an  arch  of  freshmen 
through  which  the  seniors  march,  the 
display  of  school  and  class  colors,  May- 
pole dances,  and  the  rolling  of  hoops 
form  a  part  of  the  annual  traditional  class 
day  exercises.  These  customs,  however, 
were  instituted  at  a  later  date  than  the 
first  three  mentioned. 


Tivo  Wrongs  Sometimes  Make  A  Riot 
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ASSEMBLY  PROGRAMS  APPEAL 
TO  VARIED  INTERESTS 


The  assembly  programs  this  term  have 
been  unusually  varied  and  interesting.  As 
may  be  seen  from  the  following  sum- 
maries, they  have  included  talks  on 
educational  subjects  and  personal  experi- 
ences, debates,  and  motion  pictures. 


Selecting  the  chapter  "As  Others  See  Us" 
from  the  "Pre-view  of  the  Teacher",  Mr. 
Herlihy  has  stressed  the  importance  of 
appearance,  a  helpful  spirit,  poise,  vigor — 
mental,  physical  and  spiritual — enthusiasm, 
and  character  as  some  of  the  requisites  of 
a  "live"  teacher  with  personal  influence. 


Should  there  be  more  student  govern- 
ment control  in  this  school?  Freshman  V, 
the  affirmative,  represented  by  Dorothy 
Turcotte,  Pearl  Schuman,  Harold  Levy, 
and  Louis  Daniele  debated  this  question 
with  Junior  P.  A.,  represented  by  John 
Griffin,  Joseph  Valentine,  and  Neil  Powers. 
The  decision  was  awarded  to  the  affirm- 
ative side. 


Everyone  agreed  with  Mr.  Harrington 
that  "Children"  was  a  subject  that  all 
might  profitably  study.  As  helps  in  the 
understanding  of  child  life,  he  suggested 
the  writings  of  Mark  Twain,  Charles 
Dickens,  Booth  Tarkington,  and  Angelo 
Patri. 


"You  can't  fight  with  a  country  you 
understand,"  said  John  G.  Bucher  in 
speaking  of  Modern  Germany,  which  he 
visited  during  the  World  War  and  again 
in  1923.  Mr.  Bucher  is  a  member  of  the 
Bureau  of  Economics.  He  gave  the  opin- 
ion of  leading  statesmen  when  he  said, 
"Germany  has  staged  a  remarkable  come- 
back, and  her  railroads  are  a  guarantee 
that  her  debts  will  be  paid."  He  spoke 
from  observation  and  illustrated  his  talk 
with  pictures  taken  by  himself  from 
unique  positions. 


To  acquaint  the  new  students  with  the 
purposes  and  merits  of  our  school  annual, 
"The  Saxifrage",  an  entertaining  program 
was  presented.  During  the  assembly  hour 
there  were  impromptu  speeches,  selections 
by  the  men's  quartet,  and  two  monologues. 
A  seemingly  inexhaustible  supply  of  humor 
flowed  from  the  lips  of  the  "Black  Crow." 
He  joked  at  the  expense  of  the  audience 
and  finally  requited  his  "credulous"  hearers 
by  taking  their  pictures. 


How  events  in  early  life  influenced  the 
achievements  of  Newton,  Pasteur,  and 
Harvey  was  shown  in  a  series  of  short 
talks  by  students  who  had  worked  out 
the  project  under  the  supervision  of  Mr. 
Randall.  Special  attention  was  given  to 
the  contribution  of  these  men  to  modern 
science. 


LIBRARY  ART  CLUB 
FOSTERS  VISUAL  EDUCATION 


To  further  the  movement  of  "Visual  Ed- 
ucation", which  is  being  more  and  more 
emphasized  in  schools  today,  the  Library 
Art  Club  of  Lancaster  lends  sets  of  pictures 
on  such  subjects  as  geography,  art, 
history,  industry,  and  nature  study.  These 
sets  are  sent  to  any  school  belonging  to 
the  club.  For  the  past  three  or  four  years, 
sets  have  been  exhibited  here. 

Recently  a  collection  of  colored  prints 
showing  early  summer  wild  flowers  of  New 
England  was  displayed. 

Pictures  of  the  Queen's  Doll  House, 
which  were  on  exhibition  from  February 
26  to  March  18,  showed  the  beautiful 
little  doll  house,  which  the  leading  artists 
and  draftsmen  of  England  have  made  as 
a  gift  for  Queen  Mary.  The  house  is  a 
perfect  mansion  in  miniature  and  has  been 
shown  at  the  British  Empire  Exhibition 
at    Wembley. 

From  March  19  to  April  8,  there  will 
be  on  exhibition  a  collection  of  SO  colored 
prints.  This  is  a  set  on  modern  art  and 
shows  paintings   by  various  artists. 

Freshman  IV,  represented  by  Ruth 
Erickson,  Elizabeth  Gilchrist,  Alice 
Metcalf,  and  Dorothy  Bullard  debated 
with  Freshman  II,  represented  by  Mary 
Gibbons,  Isabelle  Lanzilotti,  Mary  Keady, 
and  Alice  Morlock  on  the  advisability  of 
compulsory  membership  in  the  athletic 
associations.  Freshman  II,  contending  that 
membership  in  these  organizations  should 
not  be  compulsory,  triumphed. 


Ilustrating  her  theory  that  the  best  way 
to  study  geography  is  to  travel,  Miss. 
Webster  told  of  her  recent  trip  to  Florida. 
She  traveled  by  bus,  starting  from  Boston, 
and  making  temporary  stops  in  the  various 
states. 


Miss  Barr  of  the  Victor  Talking  Ma- 
chine Company  gave  an  appreciation 
lesson  on  "The  Music  of  Many  Lands." 
She  showed  how  the  music  of  any  coun- 
try reflects  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  its 
people.  The  selections  she  played  were 
especially  well  chosen. 


The  manufacture  of  puffed  rice  and  the 
rock  dusting  of  mines  were  shown  in  pic- 
tures made  by  the  Quaker  Oats  Company 
and  the  Bureau  of  Mines,  respectively. 
Next  to  seeing  the  actual  processes  oneself, 
the  most  interesting  way  of  studying  them 
is  certainly  with  the  aid  of  the  motion 
picture. 


The  Mohawks  devised  an  effective  means 
of  advertising  the  mystery  play,  "In  the 
Next  Room".  Parts  of  the  play  were  given 
behind  the  stage  curtain,  and  the  excited 
voices  piqued  the  curiosity  of  the  listeners 
but  stopped  before  satisfying  it.  The  sing- 
ing of  the  club  song  by  the  members,  and 
instrumental  music  by  the  Mohawk  Trio 
were  enjoyable  additions  to  the  program. 


STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL 

DEBATING  LEAGUE 


Warm  water  may  be  had  at  any  time 
at   any   one   of   the  drinking   fountains. 


Representatives  of  the  debating  societies 
of  the  Westfield  and  Bridgewater  Normal 
Schools  met  with  our  Fitchburg  Council 
and  their  faculty  advisors,  Miss  Josephine 
McCarthy,  Miss  Conlon,  and  Mr. 
Harrington,  on  Saturday,  January  26, 
to  organize  a  Massachusetts  State  Normal 
School  Debating  League.  The  purpose  of 
this  is  to  arrange  for  an  annual  debating 
tournament  in  which  all  the  schools  having 
membership  in  the  league  will  participate. 

At  the  meeting,  which  was  presided 
over  by  Margret  M.  Ward,  president  of 
the  Fitchburg  Council,  it  was  decided  that 
membership  will  be  restricted  this  year  to 
Massachusetts  Normal  Schools,  but  that 
next  year  all  normal  schools  in  the  New 
England  States  will  be  invited  to  join. 

For  the  present,  the  delegates  will  abide 
by  the  tentative  plan  issued  by  the  Fitch- 
burg Council,  which  was  instrumental  in 
incorporating  the  league.  However,  one 
provision  was  emphatically  made,  namely, 
that  school  debating  clubs,  in  order  to 
derive  full  benefit  from  the  organization, 
will  send  only  freshmen  or  junior  students 
as    representatives. 

Officers  of  the  State  League  are  Presi- 
dent, Margaret  M.  Ward,  Fitchburg;  Vice- 
President,  Anna  G.  Walsh,  Bridgewater; 
Secretary,  Charlotte  Menzel,  Westfield. 
The  next  conference  will  be  held  at  West- 
field   Normal   in   October. 

Visiting  delegates  were  entertained  at  the 
dormitories  Friday  night  and  Saturday  by 
the  Debating  Council.  The  committee  in 
charge  was  headed  by  Adele  M.  Driscoll, 
vice-president  and  Agnes  Laughlin,  junior 
representative    on    the    council. 


SOCIAL  FORECAST 


Saturday,  March  16 

Mohawk  Dance 
Friday,  March  22 

Westfield     vs.     Fitchburg     Debate 
Friday,    April    5 

W.  A.  A.  Bridge  Party 
Saturday,    April    6 

Alumni  vs.  Normal  Basketball  Game 
Friday,  April  12 

Gavaleer    'Entertainment 

Fridav,    May    10 

Dramatic    Club   Night 
Friday,    May    17 

Senior  Promenade 
Friday,   May   24 

Glee  Club  Concert 
Friday,  June  7 

Saxifrage   Dance 
Saturdav,   June    IS 

Class   Day   and   Play 
Monday,  June  17 

Graduation 
Saturday,    June    22,    1929. 

Alumni    Reunion 


He   who  laughs  first  told  the  joke. 


Is  it  too  early  to  think  about  a  youn? 
man's  fancy? 


Can  "value  received"  be  justly  written 
on   the   athletic   dues    receipts? 
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W.  A.  A.  ACTIVITIES 


Everyone,  the  alumni  as  well  as  the 
student  body,  is  looking  forward  to  the 
W.  A.  A.  Week-End  which  will  take  place 
April  7  and  8.  This  is  one  of  the  few 
events  of  the  year  to  which  the  alumni  are 
formally  invited. 

A  bridge  party  is  to  be  held  Friday 
evening,  and  on  Saturday  afternoon  there 
will  be  an  Alumni  versus  Normal  basket- 
ball game.  This  game  creates  much  interest 
and  is  always  keenly  contested.  Last  year 
the  alumni  won  by  a  very  small  margin. 
The  Normal  team  is  determined  that  this 
will  not  happen  this  year,  although  they 
know  that  the  Alumni  has  a  choice  of  such 
fine  players  as  Anna  Melia,  Louise  O'Brien, 
Helen  Moreau,  Elina  Heikkila,  Ruth  Finch, 
Mary  Roach,  and  Jessie  Wood  of  last 
year's  class,  not  to  mention  the  stars  of 
previous  years. 


Interest  in  basketball  seemed  to  be  lag- 
ging for  a  time  just  before  the  division 
games  began.  It  soon  revived,  however, 
and  the  games  this  year  were  more  keenly 
contested  than  ever  before.  Anna  Sojka 
proved  herself  a  worthy  substitute  for 
Cecelia  Bettencourt,  head  of  basketball, 
while   Cecelia   was   in   training. 


The  basketball  technique  class  meets 
every  Tuesday  and  Thursday  noon.  The 
members  of  this  class  are  not  only  acting 
as  referees  but  are  coaching  their  division 
teams  as  well. 


Twenty-two  girls,  accompanied  by  Miss 
McDermott,  hiked  to  Whalom  on  Friday, 
January  11.  There  they  enjoyed  a  delicious 
supper  which  had  been  prepared  for  them 
at  the  Community  House.  The  girls  voted 
the  hike  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  they 
had   ever   taken. 


The  health  slips  are  not  coming  in  as 
regularly  or  as  abundantly  as  earlier  in  the 
year.  Girls  who  are  working  for  awards 
should  remember  that  38  points  in  health 
rules  are  required  for  the  winning  of  a 
letter,  75  points  for  a  pin,  and  ISO  points 
for   a   jersey. 


The  W.  A.  A.  banner,  missing  since  the 
rally  last  October,  has  returned  in  as 
mysterious  a  manner  as  it  departed.  It  was 
found,  early  one  morning,  floating  tri- 
umphantly from  the  top  of  the  flag  pole. 


Much  interest  is  being  shown  in  bowling 
this  year.  Veteran  bowlers  and  beginners 
alike  have  steadily  improved  their  scores 
under  the  leadership  of  Pauline  Blouin, 
head  of  bowling.  Practice  has  been  held 
every  Thursday  at  the  Central  Bowling 
Alleys. 

Pauline  Blouin  is  the  only  freshman 
who  is  head  of  a  sport.  In  past  years  there 
has  been  some  discussion  as  to  whether 
a  freshman  should  be  allowed  such  a  po- 
sition. If  they  are  all  like  Pauline,  let's 
have  many   of   them! 


Have  you  noticed  the  yeast  cake  wrap- 
pers in  the  classroom  where  Sr.  1  meets? 
Now   we   know   the   source   of   their   pep. 


Men's  A.  A. 


VARSITY  BASKETBALL 


The  Fitchburg  Normal  School  Basket- 
ball Team,  under  the  excellent  tutelage 
of  Coach  Comerford,  has  enjoyed  a  very 
fruitful  season.  Although  not  all  the  games 
have  resulted  in  victories  for  Fitchburg, 
they  have  been  lost  only  by  the  closest  of 
margins.  The  team  has  shown  a  great 
deal  of  promise  and  there  seems  to  be  no 
reason  why,  in  a  few  seasons  to  come,  the 
Fitchburg  Normal  School  Basketball  team 
should  not  rank  with  the  best  of  the 
college  teams  in  the  section. 

The  members  of  the  team  are:  Anderson, 
Branley,  Carlson,  Cavanaugh,  Hughes, 
King,  Martin,  Motyka,  Needham,  O'Brien, 
O'Leary,  Salak,  Sautter,  Spring,  F.  Sullivan, 
Sylvia,  Valentine,  Ward.  Fillback  is  the 
captain;  Lanza,  the  manager;  Geary,  the 
assistant  manager,  and  Comerford,  the 
coach. 

GAMES  OF  THE  SEASON 


Normal,    17  —  Assumption    College,    18 

Fitchburg  led  by  a  small  margin  until 
the  close  of  the  game,  only  to  be  nosed 
out  by  some  brilliant  shooting  by  the 
Assumption   forwards. 

Normal,    13 — Massachusetts   Aggies,   22 

Although  the  boys  were  defeated,  they 
gave   the   Aggies   a    real   battle. 

Normal,    31  —  Cushing,    28 

Fitchburg  showed  a  dazzling  brand  of 
of  basketball.  Every  man  played  a  fine 
game,  but  Captain  Fillback  was  the  out- 
standing   star. 

Normal,   43  —  Keene,   23 

The  Keene  Normalites  were  literally 
swamped  by  the  fine  pass  work  of  the 
winners.  O'Leary  and  Needham  were  the 
bright   lights   in   this   game. 

Normal,  28  —  St.  Anselm's,  30 

This  game  was  so  closely  contested  that 
a  five  minute  overtime  period  was  nec- 
essary to  decide  the  issue. 

Normal,    25— Lowell    Textile,    19 

This  was  the  outstanding  victory,  for 
the  Lowell  Textile  A  Team  has  been  tri- 
umphant over  Clark  University,  North- 
eastern,   Assumption    College,    and    others. 

Normal,  28  —  St.  Anselm's  36 

The  Fitchburg  boys  lost  after  a  hard 
struggle 

Normal,   28  — Deerfield,   45 

The  academy  boys  proved  to  be  masters 
of   the   Normalites. 

Normal,    28  —  Keene,    27 

Keene  proved  to  be  a  dangerous  foe. 
The  game  was  a  real  "thriller"  and  was 
decided  in  the  last  minute  of  play.  Sautter, 
who  played  remarkably  well,  was  the  star 
of   the   game. 

GAVALEER  CUP 


For  the  third  consecutive  year,  the 
Grammar  Masters  seem  virtually  sure  of 
the  interclass  championship  and  the 
Gavaleer  Cup,  which  is  given  to  the 
winners  of  the  class  basketball  league. 
The  smooth-working  Senior  I  team  is 
made  up  of  France,  Perrault,  Murry, 
Rolfe,  W.  Sullivan,  and  Morgan  and, 
after  playing  against  the  best  of  the  other 
classes,  has  won  nine  games. 


THE  FACULTY  ABROAD 


Miss  Hawley,  who  has  had  successful 
experience  as  an  advisor  of  school  papers, 
was  the  main  speaker  at  the  mid-winter 
convention  of  the  Central  Massachusetts 
Press  association  at  the  Fitchburg  High 
School,  February  15.  She  spoke  on 
"Why    Be    An    Editor?" 


"Religion  Through  the  Eyes  of  a  Geog- 
rapher" was  the  subject  chosen  by  Miss 
Webster  for  her  talk  before  the  C.  E. 
society  of  the  Rollstone  Congregational 
Church,    February    17. 


English  work  in  the  secondary  schools 
was  discussed  at  the  meeting  of  the 
New  England  Teacher's  Association  held 
at  Springfield.  Miss  McCarty  represented 
our  school. 


February  8  and  9,  Mr.  Crosier  was 
present  at  a  convention  of  all  the  physical 
education  instructors  of  the  state  in 
Boston.  Demonstrations  of  the  work  which 
is  being  done  in  different  schools  were 
given,  and  the  aims  of  the  work  were 
discussed. 


Mr.  Percival  spent  the  last  vacation 
week  in  Cambridge,  working  on  a  study 
of    retarded    readers. 


Mathematics  teachers  of  the  various 
normal  schools  met  at  Westfield,  Feb- 
ruary 15  and  16,  to  discuss  plans  for  the 
new  three-year  course.  Miss  Doland  and 
Mr.   Weston   attended   the   meetngs. 


A  Problem  For  Book-keepers 

Where  are  the  books  ?  What  may  they  be 
That  the  faculty   commend  them? 
Folks   who   keep   them    forgetfully 
The   library  a  slip  will  send   them 
That   they   may   returned   be. 

Is  it  kind  or  is  it  fair 
That   students,   knowing   kindness, 
Take  books  out  and  keep  them  e'er 
We    others   in    our    blindness 
Attend  each  class  quite  unprepared? 


CLASS  STANDING 


Won 

Lost 

9 

0 

6 

3 

5 

3 

5 

3 

0 

8 

0 

8 

Senior  I 
Freshman   V 
Senior  II 
Freshman   VI 
Junior  I 
Junior   II 


Games  are  played  every  Tuesday  and 
Thursday  at  four  o'clock  under  the  di- 
rection of  Joseph  B.  Lanza  and  James  P. 
O'Leary.  Members  of  the  varsity  team 
referee  the  games,  which  are  witnessed 
by   many   enthusiastic   rooters. 


The  two  cartoons  appearing  in  this  Issue 
were  drawn  by  Alfred  Perrault  and  cut  by 
Carl    Ambrose. 
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MYSTERY  SOLVED 

"IN  THE  NEXT  ROOM" 


The  Mohawk  club's  presentation  "In 
the  Next  Room",  a  three  act  mystery 
drama  by  Eleanor  Robson  and  Harriet 
Ford,  pleased  a  large  audience  on  Feb- 
ruary   16. 

Two  mysterious  murders,  apparently 
without  motive,  cross-examinaton  by  a 
''hard  boiled"  detective,  a  triple  person- 
ality— in  the  guise  of  a  dealer  in  furniture, 
a  famous  detective  and  a  world  renowned 
criminal — a  packet  of  love  letters  and  a 
diamond  necklace,  a  scuffle  between  hero 
and  criminal — these,  with  an  occasional 
faint,  made  many  a  spine  tingle  with  ap- 
prehension that  evening. 

The  players,  coached  by  Mrs.  Doris  G. 
Hunnewell,  were  so  well-versed  in  their 
parts  that  the  audience  lived  with  them 
through  the  excitement  of  the  play.  Excel- 
lent lighting  effects  and  scenery  added  the 
finishing  touches  to  the  production. 

The  cast  included: 
Parks,  Vantine's  Butler  Joseph  Lanza 

Lorna  Webster,  his  niece  Caroline  Seeckts 
Philip  Vantine  Edward  Fillback 

James    Godfrey  John    O'Malley 

Rogers,    Vantine's  Footman  Edward  France 
Felix    Armand  John    Rolfe 

Inspector    Grady,    of    the    New    York 

Detective  Service  Edwin  Harris 

Simonds,    his   assistant        Everett    Morgan 
Hospital  Attendants  Paul  Moran 

Francis   Cavanagh 
Julia,  the  maid  Josephine  Tarbell 

Madame  DeCharriere  Mollie  Wild 

Colonel    Piggott  John    Rolfe 

Tim  Morel,  a  policeman    William  Kelleher 


W.A.A.  ACTIVITIES 


(Continued    from    page    five) 

Alberta  Laberce  of  Senior  I  holds  the 
record  among  the  bowlers.  Her  high  score 
is    105. 


Helen  Chudzik,  in  her  work  as  point 
system  secretary,  has  devised  a  plan  for 
the  reorganization  of  the  recording  system, 
to  go  into  effect  next  year. 


Without  a  doubt  the  most  interesting 
as  well  as  the  most  profitable  meeting  of 
the  W.  A.  A.  held  this  year  was  the  Feb- 
ruary meeting.  Freshmen  III,  who  had 
charge  of  the  entertainment,  engaged 
Miss  Evangeline  Sawyer  of  the  Framing- 
ham  Normal  School  to  speak  to  us. 

Miss  Sawyer  gave  a  clear  account  of 
the  W.  A.  A.  activities  at  her  school.  We 
could  not  help  but  marvel  at  the  enthu- 
siasm which  the  girls  of  Framingham  show 
in  their  activities.  To  begin  the  year,  they 
have  a  Harvard-Yale  season.  The  school 
is  divided  in  half.  Harvard  vs.  Yale  hock- 
ey and  basketball  games  are  played  on 
the  same  day  as  the  Harvard- Yale  foot- 
ball game.  The  spirit  and  interest  of  the 
girls  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  about  two 
hundred  graduates  come  back  every  year 
to  witness  the  games  Telegrams  expressing 
congratulations  are  also  received  from 
former  students  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

The  major  spring  sports,  which  are  track 
and  baseball,  will  soon  be  in  full  sway. 
Margaret  Hoye  is  head  of  track  and  Mae 
Sheerin,  of   baseball. 


CLASS  NOTES 
WISE  AND  OTHERWISE 


According  to  the  results  of  a  vocabulary 
test  the  students  who  studied  Psychology 
this  term  have  vocabularies  ranging  from 
9000  to  16,000  words,  with  an  average 
of  12,000  words.  In  general,  the  test  showed 
little  difference  between  the  vocabularies 
of  freshmen  and  seniors,  or  between  ele- 
mentary  and   practical   arts   students. 


To  re-establish  peace  in  Freshman  V  by 
determining  whether  the  girls  or  the  men 
were  the  more  brilliant  students,  three 
tests  were  given.  Alas!  The  results  showed 
that  in  two  tests  the  men  led  by  a  narrow 
margin  —  and    Peace    fled    forever ! 


Senior  I  has  learned  that  the  purpose 
of  the  Crusades  was  to  search  for  the 
l!Holy  Quail". 


A  Freshman  has  discovered  that  a  mix- 
ture of  cornstarch,  whiting,  oil,  and  soap 
powder  makes  good  wood  filler. 


Members  of  Senior  I  have  b?en  for- 
tunate this  term  in  being  allowed  to  choose 
between  the  study  of  grammar  and  ex- 
tensive reading  for  part  of  their  English 
work.  At  the  conclusion  of  their  course, 
the  readers  gave  the  hard-working  gram- 
marians a  novel  entertainment.  The  room 
was  transformed  into  an  Olde  New 
Englande  Booke  Shoppe,  the  owner  of 
which  spent  a  busy  hour  interviewing 
book  agents,  settling  controversies,  and 
recommending  books.  Needless  to  say, 
everyone  voted  it  an  unusually  enjoyable 
period. 


Freshmen  IV  has  been  favorably  com- 
pared with  a  1910  Ford  by  one  of  its 
instructors. 


During  the  course  of  the  centuries,  the 
world  has  been  governed  by  (1)  soldiers, 
(2)  kings,  (3)  politicians,  (4)  business 
men.  According  to  the  prediction  of  one 
of  our  noted  history  students,  it  will  be 
controlled  in  the  future  by  women. 


"Seeing  is  believing"  is  the  opinion  of 
Miss  Williams  and  the  members  of  Junior 
I  who  visited  Leominster's  new  Junior 
High  School  February  13,  in  order  to 
convince  themselves  that  modern  methods 
of  teaching  English  are  found  elsewhere 
than  in  "Webster  and  Smith"  and  in  our 
practice  schools. 

One  history  and  four  English  classes, 
taught  by  experienced  instructors,  were 
observed.  Judging  from  the  discussions 
that  have  taken  place,  our  junior  students 
gained  much  that  will  be  of  value  to  them 
during    their    spring    training    period. 


Up  to  the  present  time  it  has  been  an 
accepted  fact  that  to  give  an  answer, 
one  must  first  know  the  question.  A  Junior 
has  proved  that  it  is  possible  to  talk 
intelligently  for  three  minutes,  and  then 
ask  the  instructor  what  question  he  has 
answered. 


FRESHMAN  GIVE 

VALENTINE  PARTY 


The  Valentine  party,  given  by  the  Fresh- 
man Class  on  February  IS,  will  be  re- 
membered as  one  of  the  most  enjoyable 
of  the  social  events  of  the  term. 

An  appropriate  entertainment,  in  which 
members  of  the  class  participated,  was 
presented  during  the  early  part  of  the 
evening.  There  were  songs  by  Helen 
Breglio  and  Roland  Bourdon,  and  clog 
dancing  by  Socco  Powers.  An  interesting 
number  was  a  playlet,  in  which  William 
O'Brien  proved  that  the  troubles  of  store- 
keepers are  many — even  when  their  wares 
consist  of  coveted  hearts.  Anne  Lynch 
was  his  fair  but  unobliging  customer. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  program,  the 
freshmen  joined  enthusiastically  in  the 
singing  of  their  new  song.  At  this  time 
the  members  of  the  class  also  unfurled  the 
banner,  revealing  their  colors,  red  and 
white.  Vigilant  representatives  were  forced 
to  guard  the  banner  from  the  too  curous 
eyes  (and  hands)  of  upper  classmen. 
'  Delicio-  s  refreshmerts  and  general  danc- 
ing were  enjoyed  by  the  guests. 

In  their  first  undertaking  the  freshman 
showed  a  fine  spirit  of  cooperation. 


SPRING   FEVER 


What  is  this  devastating  epidemic  that 
is  besieging  Normal?  How  heart  rending 
it  is  that  the  doctors  can  do  nothing  to 
check  the  sweeping  disease!  Scientists  find 
it  beyond  their  power  of  comprehension, 
although  some  may  claim  that  it  is  a  form 
of    "Lazy-itus." 

The  symptoms  of  this  dread  malady  are 
as  marked  as  those  of  the  mumps.  Fever 
victims  can  be  found  on  Normal  campus 
any  hour  of  the  day.  The  poor  afflictrd 
ones  clutter  Normal  steps  or  wander  ab- 
stractedly through  Normal  Hall.  Their 
eyes  possess  that  dreamy,  far-off  look 
which,  if  it  were  correctly  translated, 
would  mean  that  the  owner  was  building 
'Castles    in    Spain." 

Classes?  How  the  victims  despise  and 
shun  them!  Poetry  class  seems  to  be  the 
most  profitable  seance.  Poetry  better  en- 
ables the  innumerable  unfortunates  to  vent 
their  sentiments  and  is  an  outkt  for  their 
suppressed  emotions. 

We  can  only  hope  and  trust  that  in  our 
"ideal  future"  some  super-power  will  come 
to  the  rescue  of  F.  N.  S.  and  deliver  her 
safely  from  the  bonds  of  Spring  fever. 


If  Mr.  Harrington  has  any  doubts  con- 
rertning  the  best  methods  of  studying 
BOYS,  he  need  spend  but  one  hour  in 
the    lobby. 

The  Three  Muskateers  —  the  boys  in 
Junior   I    B.  


Mr.  Percival,  for  reasons  known  only 
to  himself,  is  planning  to  take  the  Senior 
I  division  to  Waverly  in  April.  It  is  hoped 
that  for  most  of  this  group  the  visit  will 
be  a  temporary  one. 


An  advanced  Math,  class  has  had  to 
"grant"  so  many  things  this  term  that  the 
students  are  beginning  to  feel  quite 
poverty-stricken. 
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Club  Activities 


BRIDGE  CLUB 

The  main  purpose  of  the  club  is  the 
mastery  of  the  technique  of  bridge.  In- 
cluded in  the  program  each  week  are 
valuable  talks  on  the  etiquette  of  bridge, 
and,  to  make  the  period  all  the  more  en- 
joyable, refreshments  are  sometimes 
served. 


PHOTOGRAPHY  AND 
NATURE  CLUB 

What  could  be  more  enjoyable  than  a 
weenie  roast  on  a  perfect  January  day? 
Members  of  the  Photography  Club  and  the 
Nature  Club  answer,  "Nothing",  for  they 
had  a  jolly,  good  time  taking  snapshots 
of  each  other,  eating  apples,  toasting 
"dogs"  and  marshmallows  and,  most  im- 
portant, getting  well  acquainted.  The  heat 
was  supplied  by  brush  fires  near  Mr. 
Randall's   house. 


ART  CLUB 

Pencil  sketches  by  the  members  have 
been  exhibited  outside  the  small  assembly 
hall.  It  is  hoped  that  there  will  soon  be 
another  interesting  exhibition.  For  the 
remainder  of  the  year,  the  members  of 
the  club  have  planned  several  interesting 
projects,  the  nature  of  which  they  are 
not  yet  ready  to  divulge. 


MUSIC  CLUB  AND 
PUBLIC  SPEAKING  CLUB 

The  Music  and  the  Public  Speaking 
Clubs  met  for  a  social  hour  on  February 
14.  The  committee,  consisting  of  represent- 
atives of  both  clubs,  had  planned  a  very 
entertaining   program. 

Vocal  and  instrumental  selections  were 
given  by  members  of  the  Music  Club.  The 
numbers  chosen  by  members  of  the  Public 
Speaking  Club  were  in  honor  of  Lincoln. 

The  program  was  closed  by  chorus  sing- 
ing  of   "America   the   Beautiful". 


COOKING  CLUB 

On  February  7,  the  Cooking  Club  en- 
tertained the  Dance  Club  at  an  informal 
tea  given  in  the  Miller  Recreation  Room. 
A  musical  entertainment  was  presented 
and  then  everyone  did  full  justice  to  the 
dainty  refreshments  which  had  been  pre- 
pared by  the  cooks.  Dancing  concluded 
the  program. 


CHESS  CLUB 

The  Chess  Club  is  to  be  congratulated 
on  its  accomplishments.  Since  all  members 
have  mastered  the  moves  and  the  simple 
openings  in  the  game,  a  membership  tour- 
nament is  now  being  conducted.  By  an 
ingenious  arrangement  of  tables,  every 
member  is  having  the  opportunity  of 
playing  with  every  other  member.  This 
method  brings  the  spotlight  on  the  best 
players,  who  later  will  compete  with  each 
other  in  the  championship  tournament. 
The  students  are  not  only  learning  to  play 
chess,  but  are  also  interested  in  the  history 
of  the  game.  Interesting  reports  on  this 
subject   are   given   at   every   meeting. 


CRAFTS  CLUB 

Originality  was  the  keynote  of  the 
unique  Valentine  party  held  by  the  Crafts 
Club  at  Palmer  Hall.  The  girls  were  first 
asked  to  drop  their  dignity — and  a  hint  to 
the  wise  was  sufficient.  During  the  hour, 
the  club  orchestra,  to  which  every  member 
belongs,  gave  several  interesting  selections. 
Everyone  did  her  best  to  solve  the  puzzles 
which  the  committee,  under  the  leadership 
of  Anna  Sojka,  had  worked  out.  The  club 
song  was  sung,  refreshments  were  eaten 
with  a  will,  and  St.  Valentine  "himself" 
presented  each  member  with  a  souvenir. 
The  guests,  Gene  Tunney  and  Jack  Demp- 
sey,  helped  to  make  this  a  very  happy 
party. 


GEOGRAPHY  CLUB 

A  pleasant  hour  was  spent  at  the 
Historical  Building  on  Grove  Street.  The 
guide  who  conducted  the  members  about 
the  building  called  their  attention  to  a 
great  many  interesting  relics  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary and  Civil  War  periods.  Among 
other  things,  they  saw  the  models  of  two 
famous  inventions,  both  of  which  were 
the  work  of  Fitchburg  men.  One  of  these 
was  the  paper  bag  filling  machine, 
the  first  of  its  kind,  and  the  other,  a  de- 
vice for  drilling  into  rocks,  the  invention 
of  which  made  possible  the  construction 
of  the  Hoosac  Tunnel.  All  agreed  that 
more  time  was  necessary  for  a  thorough 
inspection  of  the  museum. 


WOODFINISHING  AND 
WOODWORKING  CLUB 

At  a  Valentine  Party  held  in  the  wood- 
working room,  members  of  the  Wood- 
finishing  and  Woodworking  Clubs  forgot, 
for  once,  the  troublesome  Christmas  bun- 
nies and  thoroughly  enjoyed  themselves. 
After  Valantines  had  been  exchanged  and 
the  verses  on  them  read,  games  were 
played.  Refreshments  were  served  in  the 
transformed  woodworking  room,  where 
heavy  benches  masqueraded  as  graceful 
tables.  After  this  the  clubs  will  again  re- 
sume work  on  the  bunnies  which,  it  is 
hoped,  will  be  "Easter  Rabbits"  instead 
of  "Christmas  Bunnies." 


Among  Our  New  Books 

During  the  past  year  many  new  books 
have  been  added  to  our  library.  A  cata- 
log compiled  by  Freshman  IV,  under  Miss 
Hassell's  guidance,  contains  the  names  of 
these  books  and  may  be  obtained  at  the 
desk.  The  booklover  will  find,  among  other 
interesting  additions  to  our  collection,  the 
few  which  we  have  listed  below  with  com- 
ments by  the  author  or  by  some  critic. 

"Bread  Loaf  Talks  on  Teaching  Litera- 
ture "    Alfred  M.  Hitchcock. 

"My  purpose  in  this  first  talk  is  to  define 
as  I  see  it  the  task  which  confronts  us  as 
teachers  of  literature." 

"Traditional  Examinations  and  New 
Type  Tests  "    C.  W.  Odell,  Ph.  D. 

"The  subject  is  of  such  vital  importance 
for  all  classes  of  school  work  that  it  seems 
highly  desirable  that  a  popular  presenta- 
tion should  be  available  to  all  types  of 
educators."    C.  E.  Chadsey. 

"The  Grandmothers  "  Glenway  Wescott. 

"You  do  not  see  me  as  I  once  was. 
Children;  get  out  the  photographs."  My 
Grandmother. 

"Mental  Hygiene"  Daniel  .Woljord 
LaRue,  Ph.  D. 

"The  first  great  service  that  mental 
hygiene  will  perform  for  the  teacher  is  to 
keep  her  mind  focused  on  what  is  essential 
in  education,  both  in  her  own  mind  and 
in  that  of  her  pupils." 

"Foundations  of  Method "  William 
Heard  Kilpatrick. 

"The  aim  of  this  book  is  not  to  present 
details  of  specific  method  procedure  but 
rather  to  discuss  the  principles  on  which 
method  in  general  may  be  founded." 


DRAMATIC  CLUB 

After  much  time  and  hard  work,  the 
members  have  come  to  the  mutual  agree- 
ment that  their  constitution  is  as  nearly 
perfect  as  possible.  They  are  now  busy- 
rehearsing  "The  Charm  School"  and  are 
acquiring  a  definite  charm  of  their  own. 
In  the  near  future  they  are  going  to  see 
a  play  in  Boston.  All  this,  they  believe, 
is  strictly  constitutional  behavior. 


The  Cold  Germ  Over-powered  Many  A  Gallant  Faculty  Member 
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Alumni    News 


In  the  January  issue  of  "Primary  Edu- 
cation" there  appeared  articles  by  three 
graduates  of  Fitchburg  Normal  School, 
Regina  Madden,  Mary  Davis,  and  Florence 
F.  Hale.  Miss  Hale  is  the  editor  of  the 
magazine. 


Sarah  O'Malley,  a  graduate  of  last  year's 
class,  has  obtained  a  regular  position  as 
a  teacher  of  Americanization  in  New 
Bedford. 


Readers  of  the  Boston  Post,  on  January 
27,  were  interested  in  seeing  the  picture 
of  Gertrude  H.  Murphy,  F.  N.  S.  '26, 
who  had  won  a  limerick  prize  of  one 
hundred    dollars. 


The  committees  of  the  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation met  at  the  Fitchburg  State  Normal 
School  early  in  December  to  make  plans 
for  the  annual  reunion,  which  is  to  be  held 
Saturday,    June    22,    1929. 

Members  of  classes  in  1899,  1904,  1909, 
1914,  1919,  1924,  1928,  will  celebrate  30  th, 
25th,  20th,  ISth,  10th,  5th,  and  1st  an- 
niversaries   of    graduation. 

The  officers  of  these  classes  who  are  to 
help   the   executive   committee   in    making 
plans  are 
Mrs.   Katherine   S.   Dormin, 

(Katherine     Gilles)  3rd    class 

Leominster,    Mass.  1899 

Mrs.    Richard    Halladay, 

(Elsie  Marble)  8th   class 

Newton   Highlands,   Mass.  1904 

Miss  Mildred  A.  Lewis  13th  class 

East    Pepperell,    Mass.  1909 

Miss  Florence  M.  Flynn  18th  class 

Pepperell,  Mass.  1914 

Miss  Dorothy  A.  McDermott       23rd  class 

Fall    River,    Mass.  1919 

Miss  Lena  Grammont  28th  class 

Fitchburg    Mass.  1924 

Mr.  Thomas  J.  Carrigan  32nd  class 

Worcester,    Mass.  1928 

The  Jitney  Players 

Continued  from  page  one) 
In  the  afternoon  the  Dramatic  Club 
gave  an  informal  tea  to  the  players.  For 
this  purpose,  Miss  Williams'  classroom  had 
been  transformed  into  a  charming  recep- 
tion room.  The  club  members  were  very 
mu;  h  interested  in  learning  of  the  ad- 
ventures of  the  players  and  their  mode 
of    travelling. 

Scientists  at  Fitchburg 

Continued  from  page  one) 
proposed  plan.  A  definite  time  or  subject 
allotment  was  not  finally  decided  upon, 
but  it  is  felt  certain  that  the  capable  com- 
mittee, of  which  Mr.  Randall  is  a  member, 
will  successfully  analyze  and  revise  the 
suggested  program,  before  the  new  sched- 
ule of  a  uniform  three-year  course  in  all 
normal  schools  goes  into  effect. 


Alumni    News 


Love's  Old  Sweet  Song;   "When  do  we 
eat?" 


The  Fitchburg  State  Normal  School  has 
graduated  thirty-two  classes  from  the 
Elementary  Two-Year  Course,  thirty- 
two  classes  from  the  Advanced  or  Junior 
High  School  Four- Year  Course,  and  seven- 
teen classes  from  the  Practical  Arts  Course. 
We  are  giving  below  the  names  of  mem- 
bers representing  all  classes  with  the  pres- 
ent position  of  each.  These  names  are 
chosen  at  random  and  are  not  in  order 
of  classes. 
Frank  A.  Andrews,   Fitchburg 

Prin.     Greendale     Grammar     School, 

Worcester. 
Hope  T.  Bennett,  Worcester 

Teaching  in  Belmont. 
Rhoda  L.  Bistany,  Methucn 

Teaching  in  Methuen. 
Ida   Blanchard,  Fitchburg 

Teaching   in    Seattle,    Washington. 
Alma    I.    Bowles,    Groton 

Teaching    in    Springfield. 
Mildred  F.   Brazier,  Fitchburg 

Teaching  in  School  for  Feeble  Minded 

Waverly,    Massachusetts. 
Sarah    E.    Brown,    Fitchburg 

Teaching    in    Fitchburg. 
Gertrude  M.  Burnham,  Lowell 

Teaching  in   State  Normal  School 

Willimantic,    Conn. 
Hortense   Burrage,   Leominster  s 

Teaching   in   Lancaster. 
Paul    J.    Corcoran,    Fitchburg 

Teaching  in  Trade  School,  Worcester. 
Marie   R.  Cornelier,  Ayer 

Teaching    in    Lynn. 
Edna  I.   Craig,   Chicopee 

Teaching    in    Chicopee. 
Mary   Davis,  Clinton 

Teaching  in  Clinton 
Anne  E.  Dillon,  Chicopee 

Teaching   in   Chicopee. 
Dean   E.   Eldridge,    Shelbum   Falls 

Teaching    in    Plymouth. 
Elizabeth    Elmer,    Southland,    L.    I. 

Teaching  in   South   Orange,  N.  J. 
Aimee    C.    Ferson,    Fitchburg 

Supervisor    of  Manual  Training,  Boston 
Sadie    Gold,   Exeter,   N.   H. 

Teaching    in    Haverill. 
Blanche   E.   Finnerty,   Clinton 

Teaching    in    Clinton 
Evelyn    A.    Hanley,    Belmont 

Teaching    in    Belmont. 
Margaret  M.  Harding,  New  Bedford 

Teaching    in    New    Bedford. 
Mary  A.  Hayes,  Fitchburg 

Prin.  Laurel  St.  School,  Fitchburg. 
John    F.    Healy     Worcester 

Teaching  in  Leominster. 
Ruth  E.  Holland,  Fitchburg 

Teaching    in    Fitchburg 
Bertha   H.   Jaquith,    Peterboro,   N.   H. 

Teaching  in  Milton 
Mary    I.    Lawless,    Leominster 

Supervisor     of     Primary     Education. 

Cleveland,   Ohio. 
Esther  M.  Likander,  Quincy 

Teaching   in    Quincy. 
Barbara   S.  McGee,   Fitchburg 

Teaching    in    Belmont. 
Gertrude    H.    Murphy,   Fall    River 

Teaching  in  Fall  River. 
Mildred  J.  O'Leary,  Baldwinsville 

Teaching     in     Durfee     High     School, 

Fall   River. 
Maud  B.  Priest,  West  Acton 

Teaching  in  Waltham 
Robert    E.   Quirk,    Bondsville 

Teaching  in  Amherst. 


COLLECTION  REMOVED 

TO  ART  CENTER 


The  set  of  eighty-five  pictures  belong- 
ing to  the  Norcross  Art  Collection,  which 
was  lent  to  the  normal  school  several 
years  ago  and  which  has  been  on  exhibi- 
tion in  the  fourth  floor  corridor,  has  been 
removed  to  the  Art  Center  at  Merriam 
Parkway.  Miss  Antoinette  Forrester,  the 
director,    is    cataloguing    the    pictures. 

It  is  hoped  that,  by  placing  all  Miss 
Norcross'  pictures  in  one  building,  the 
opportunity  of  enjoying  them  will  be  given 
to  a  greater  number  of  people. 


THE  GAVELEERS 


The  Gavaleer  entertainment  this  year 
promises  to  be  a  very  interesting  one. 
Artists  in  both  dramatic  and  musical 
lines  are  to  be  secured  from  Boston. 

Mr.  Percival  has  been  made  an  honorary 
member   of   the   Gavaleer   Society. 

In  talks  given  before  the  Gavaleers, 
Mr.  Harrington  spoke  on  the  growing  and 
grafting  of  fruit  trees;  Corp.  Shea  gave 
an  account  of  his  adventures  in  France 
during  the  World  War;  and  Mr.  MacLean 
discussed  the  proper  methods  of  caring 
for  bees. 


MOHAWK  CLUB 


At  their  meetings  the  Mohawks  have 
been  interested  in  a  series  of  lectures  by 
members  of  the  faculty  and  student  mem- 
bers of  the  club.  Mr.  Percival  spoke  on 
sportsmanship,  Mr.  MacLean,  on  hobbies, 
and  Mr.  Akeley  told  about  some  of  his 
experiences  in  the  World  War.  Members 
of  the  club  have  given  accounts  of  personal 
experiences.  Edward  Lakso  spoke  on  his 
association  with  the  state  militia  and 
Everett  Morgan  described  his  travels  in 
the   South. 

The  club  has  organized  a  basketball 
league,  which  is  to  consist  of  five  teams 
made  up   of   the  members   of   the   club. 

The  card  parties  with  the  Gavaleers 
were  so  enjoyable  last  year  that  plans  are 
being  made  for  similar  ones  to  be  held 
this    year. 


Has   Mr.   Randall  ever  tried  to  classify 
our    wall-flowers    biologically? 


Who    will    be    invited    to    dedicate    the 
men's    dormitory    when   we   get   one? 


Why  wouldn't  an  appropriate  opening 
song  for  assembly  be,  "There  Shall  Be 
a    Vacant    Chair". 


Alice  H.  Rathburn,  Gardner 

Teaching  in  Gardner. 
Roland   G.   Roy,   Worcester 

Teaching   in   Lynn. 
William    E.    Smith,    Fitchburg 

Prin.  in  Middletown,  Conn. 
Clearcnce  H.  Stafford,   Greenfield 

Teaching   in    Montclair,   N.   J. 
Fanny    G.    Stearns,    Waltham 

Teaching    in    Newton 
Helen   E.   Sullivan,  Fall   River 

Teaching   in   Lexington. 


